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INTRODUCTORY. 

Mr.  Brooke  gave  up  his  pastorate  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  at  Clifton,  England,  after  occupying  the  position 
for  three  years,  in  July,  1886,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
September,  as  a  delegate  to  the  Unitarian  Conference  at 
Saratoga.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Boston  he  was  immediately 
engaged  by  the  committee  on  the  supply  of  the  pulpit  to 
preach  for  three  months  in  the  First  Church,  beginning 
with  the  opening  of  the  church  in  October. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Church, 
held  December  8,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  invite 
Mr.  Brooke  to  become  its  pastor,  to  which  invitation 
Mr.  Brooke  sent  the  following  reply:  — 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  just  received  your  letter  communicating 
to  me  the  result  of  the  vote  adopted  yesterday  with  regard  to 
myself  by  the  Proprietors  of  the  First  Church.  Will  you  please 
convey  to  them  my  thanks  for  the  honor  they  have  done  me  in 
asking  me  to  become  their  pastor  ?  I  accept  the  invitation  with 
pleasure  ;  and  I  hope  that  we  may  work  together  with  success, 
with  mutual  respect,  and  increased  affection  for  each  other.  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  secure  this,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  First  Church  will  help  me.  I  am 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

Stopford  Wentworth  Brooke. 
December  9,  1886. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Proprietors,  held  Decem- 
ber 15,  a  Committee  was  chosen  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Brooke,  consist- 
ing of  — 

James  C.  White,  Henry  Saltonstall,  Jacob  C.  Rogers, 
George  W.  Wales,  Thomas  O.  Richardson,  D.  Waldo 
Salisbury,  Ellen  Frothingham. 
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The  Exercises  of  Ordination  were  appointed  to  take 
place  in  the  church  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  29,  1886,  at  4 
p.m.,  and  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  accom- 
panying programme. 

programme* 

FIRST    CHURCH    IN   BOSTON. 

ORDINATION   OF  REV.   STOPFORD  WENTWORTH  BROOKE. 

December  29,  1886. 

AT  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Voluntary Organ. 

Introductory  Prayer Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  D.D. 

Reading  of  Scriptures Rev.  John  W.  Day,  of  Newport. 

Anthem,  "I  Will  Mention"  (Sullivan) Choir. 

Sermon Rev.  Brooke  Herford. 

Jubilate,  in  B  Flat  (Mosenthal)       Choir. 

Consecrating  Prayer Rev.  Andrew  P.  Peabody,  D.D. 

Charge Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  D.D. 

Fellowship  of  the  Churches Rev.  Edward  A.  Horton. 

Anthem,  "  Sing  Alleluia  forth  "  (Buck) Choir. 

Address  to  the  Society Rev.  George  E.  Ellis,  D.D. 

Hymn  414 To  be  read  by  Rev.  F.  G.  Peabody. 

"  0  God,  whose  presence  glows  in  all  "  (Frothingham)     .     .      Choir. 
Benediction Pastor. 

The  church  was  rilled  with  invited  guests,  consisting  of 
clergymen  and  others  of  the  denomination  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston,  ministers  of  neighboring  churches  of  other  de- 
nominations, and  with  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
following  gentlemen  acted  as  ushers  :  — 

Arthur  B.  Ellis,  F.  B.  Holder,  D.  E.  White,  J.  G. 
Francis,  J.  F.  Moors,  H.  W.  Abbot,  J.  R.  Bradlee,  C.  E. 
Loud,  R.  S.  Hale,  C.  J.  White. 
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The  church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  plants  and 
flowers,  in  addition  to  the  usual  Christmas  wreaths,  etc., 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  ladies  consisting  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Hale,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman, 
and  Miss  S.  C.  Paine. 

At  half-past  three  o'clock  the  committee  of  arrangements 
received  in  the  chapel  the  clergymen  who  were  to  take 
part  in  the  services,  the  delegates  from  the  Suffolk  Con- 
ference of  Congregational  and  other  Christian  societies, 
consisting  of  pastor  and  one  lay  member  from  each  of  the 
twenty  churches  included  in  this  association,  and  presented 
to  them  Mr.  Brooke,  announcing  that  the  Proprietors  had 
invited  him  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
that  he  had  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  to  be  then 
ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  accordance  with  its 
usages. 

The  officiating  clergy,  with  Mr.  Brooke,  the  Council 
as  above  constituted,  and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
entered  the  church  by  the  door  leading  from  the  chapel 
into  the  south  transept,  while  the  choir  (a  double  quar- 
tette) sang  the  hymn,  "  Onward,  Christian  Soldiers.'' 


SERVICES. 


AN  Introductory  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Edwaed 
Everett  Hale,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church. 

Rev.  John  W.  Day,  pastor  of  the  Channing  Memorial 
Church  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  then  read  the  following  Selec- 
tions from  the  Scriptures :  — 

I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  from  whence 
cometh  my  help. 

My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven  and 
earth. 

He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved:  he  that  keepeth 
thee  will  not  slumber. 

Behold  he  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slumber  nor 
sleep. 

The  Lord  is  thy  keeper :  the  Lord  is  thy  shade  upon  thy 
right  hand. 

The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by 
night. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil :  he  shall  pre- 
serve thy  soul. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming 
in  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  for  evermore. 

Arise,  shine :  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 

Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.     For,  behold,  darkness  shall  cover 
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the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  peoples :  but  the  Lord 
shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon 
thee. 

Then  thou  shalt  see  and  be  lightened,  and  thine  heart 
shall  tremble  and  be  enlarged  ;  because  the  abundance  of 
the  sea  shall  be  turned  unto  thee,  the  wealth  of  the  nations 
shall  come  unto  thee. 

And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  stand  upon  thy  feet, 
and  I  will  speak  with  thee.  And  the  spirit  entered  into 
me  when  he  spake  unto  me,  and  set  me  upon  my  feet ;  and 
I  heard  him  that  spake  unto  me. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  seven  days,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  Son  of  man,  I 
have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel : 
therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warn- 
ing from  me. 

He  giveth  power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  him  that  hath  no 
might  he  increaseth  strength.  Even  the  youths  shall  faint 
and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  shall  utterly  fall :  but 
they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength  ; 
they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary  ;  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  poor :  he  hath 
sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives,  and  recover- 
ing of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord. 

Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you  ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find  ; 
knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you  :  for  every  one  that 
asketh  receiveth  ;  and  he  that  seeketh  findeth  ;  and  to  him 
that  knocketh  it  shall  be  opened. 
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If  any  man  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.  Take 
heed  what  ye  hear :  with  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall 
be  measured  unto  you :  and  more  shall  be  given  unto  you. 

Wherefore  girding  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  sober 
and  set  your  hope  perfectly  on  the  grace  that  is  to  be 
brought  unto  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  as 
children  of  obedience,  not  fashioning  yourselves  according 
to  your  former  lusts  in  the  time  of  }Tour  ignorance  :  but 
like  as  he  which  called  you  is  holy,  be  ye  yourselves  also 
holy  in  all  manner  of  living  ;  because  it  is  written,  Ye 
shall  be  holy ;  for  I  am  holy. 

And  if  ye  call  on  him  as  Father,  who  without  respect  of 
persons  judge th  according  to  each  man's  work,  pass  the 
time  of  your  sojourning  here  in  fear :  knowing  that  ye 
were  redeemed,  not  with  corruptible  things,  with  silver  or 
gold,  from  your  vain  manner  of  life  handed  down  from 
your  fathers ;  but  with  precious  blood,  as  of  a  lamb  with- 
out blemish  and  without  spot,  even  the  blood  of  Christ. 

Seeing  ye  have  purified  your  souls  in  your  obedience  to 
the  truth  unto  unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren,  love  one 
another  from  the  heart  fervently :  having  been  begotten 
again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  through 
the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abide  th  for  ever. 

And  this  is  the  word  of  good  tidings  which  was  preached 
unto  you. 

And  working  together  with  him  we  entreat  also  that  ye 
receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain  (for  he  saith, 

At  an  acceptable  time  I  hearkened  unto  thee, 

And  in  a  day  of  salvation  did  I  succor  thee  ; 

Behold,  now  is  the  acceptable  time  ;  behold,  now  is  the 
day  of  salvation)  :  giving  no  occasion  for  stumbling  in 
anything,  that  our  ministration  be  not  blamed  ;  but  in 
everything  commending  ourselves,  as  ministers  of  God, 
in    much   patience,   in   afflictions,   in   necessities,   in   dis- 
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tresses,  in  stripes,  in  imprisonments,  in  tumults,  in  labors, 
in  watchings,  in  fastings  ;  in  pureness,  in  knowledge,  in 
longsuffering,  in  kindness,  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  love  un- 
feigned, in  the  word  of  truth,  in  the  power  of  God  :  by 
the  armor  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the 
left. 

For  the  which  cause  I  put  thee  in  remembrance  that  thou 
stir  up  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  in  thee  through  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  For  God  gave  us  not  a  spirit  of  fearfulness  ; 
but  of  power  and  love  and  discipline. 

Abide  thou  in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned  and 
hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom  thou  hast  learned 
them  ;  and  that  from  a  babe  thou  hast  known  the  sacred 
writings  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Every  scripture 
inspired  of  God  is  also  profitable  for  teaching,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  instruction  which  is  in  righteousness : 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  complete,  furnished  com- 
pletely unto  every  good  work. 

If  thou  put  the  brethren  in  mind  of  these  things,  thou 
shalt  be  a  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  nourished  in  the 
words  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  good  doctrine  which  thou 
hast  followed  until  now  :  but  refuse  profane  and  old  wives' 
fables. 

These  things  command  and  teach.  Let  no  man  despise 
thy  youth ;  but  be  thou  an  ensample  to  them  that  believe, 
in  word,  in  manner  of  life,  in  love,  in  faith,  in  purity. 

Be  diligent  in  these  things  ;  give  thyself  wholly  to  them ; 
that  thy  progress  may  be  manifest  unto  all.  Take  heed  to 
thyself,  and  to  thy  teaching.  Continue  in  these  things  ; 
for  in  doing  this  thou  shalt  save  both  thyself  and  them 
that  hear  thee. 

For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father,  from 
whom  every  family  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is  named,  that 
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he  would  grant  you,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory, 
that  ye  may  be  strengthened  with  power  through  his  Spirit 
in  the  inward  man  ;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts 
through  faith  ;  to  the  end  that  3^e,  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  strong  to  apprehend  with  all  the 
saints  what  is  the  breadth  and  length  and  height  and  depth, 
and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge, 
that  ye  may  be  filled  unto  all  the  fulness  of  God. 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power 
that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  the  glory  in  the  church 
and  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  all  generations  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

The  choir  sang  Sullivan's  anthem,  "  I  will  mention.'' 

Rev.  Brooke  Herford,  of  Arlington  Street  Church, 
then  preached  the  sermon,  which  follows  :  — 


SERMON. 

BY  REV.   BROOKE   HERFORD. 
LESSONS   FROM   THE   CHURCH   OF   THE   PAST. 

"I  have  considered  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient  time."  — 

Psalm  lxxvii.  5. 

I"  T  is  especially  for  their  lessons  to  our  religious  in- 
x  stitutions  that  I  would  ask  you  to  "  consider  the 
days  of  old."  I  think  it  may  help  us  to  face  the 
future  of  the  church  more  confidently  and  hopefully. 
At  present,  that  variety  of  Christian  organizations 
which  we  broadly  designate  "  the  church  "  is  in  a 
curiously  transition  state.     In  one  sense,  of  course, 
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transition  has  always  been  going  on,  but  since  the 
great  break-up  of  the  Reformation,  the  forces  of 
change  have  seemed  so  much  more  active  than  be- 
fore, as  to  constitute  a  marked  characteristic  of  our 
modern  condition.  And  the  churches  are  all  conscious 
of  this.  They  are  not  satisfied.  They  have  a  vague 
sense  that  they  ought  to  be  more  to  the  world  than 
they  are.  The  life  of  the  time  does  not  gather  to 
them  as  it  ought  to  do.  They  never  did  so  much  for 
the  people,  and  yet  they  are  hardly  the  churches  of 
the  people.  In  our  great  American  and  English 
cities  barely  half  the  people  attend  them.  How  is  it  ? 
There  is  a  widespread  feeling  that  things  are  chang- 
ing, that  there  is  a  good  deal  that  will  have  to  go ; 
but  yet  there  is  no  certainty  as  to  what  must  be  let 
go,  or  what  held  fast,  nor  even  as  to  whether  the 
present  drift  is  backwards  or  forwards. 

There  it  is,  where,  I  think,  a  look  into  the  past 
may  help  us.  We  are  apt  to  judge,  too  much,  by  how 
things  look  to-day.  The  course  of  human  progress 
is  no  more  fragmentary  or  disjointed  than  the  path- 
way of  the  stars.  Give  the  astronomer  a  few  points 
along  the  curve  of  a  comet  and  he  will  work  out  its 
course  even  though  it  be  an  orbit  that  will  take  cen- 
turies to  complete.  In  the  intricate  movements  of 
humanity  we  cannot  calculate  so  exactly ;  yet,  still, 
something  of  the  same  kind  is  true,  and  I  believe 
that  by  a  fair  appreciation  of  the  church  of  the  past 
we  may  find  the  clew  to  help  us  through  the  unsettle- 
ment  and  perplexity  of  the  present  towards  the  true 
working  out  of  the  church  that  is  to  be. 
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It  may  be  asked  :  What  do  you  mean  by  "  the 
church  of  the  past "  ?  Which  past  ?  The  past 
which  this  church  recalls  ?  The  past  which  looks 
out  upon  us  from  yon  old  covenant,  and  from  these 
memorial  windows  ?  I  ask  you  to  look  further  back 
to-day,  to  the  great  church  before  the  break-up  of 
the  Keformation.  I  know  how  that  church  itself  was 
very  different  at  different  periods,  and  still  as  you 
look  along  the  centuries  from  its  establishment  by 
Constantine,  you  may  discern  a  few  great  charac- 
teristics dominating,  —  characteristics  not  always 
equally  maintained,  yet  distinguishing  the  one 
Catholic  church  of  that  long  past  from  anything 
Christendom  has  seen  since. 

One  great  characteristic  of  that  church  of  the  past 
was  its  unity.  Not  a  perfect  unity,  for  the  great  Greek 
church  broke  off  from  it,  —  yet  still  a  very  wide  and 
solid  unity.  Its  aim  was,  to  be  a  wide  kingdom 
of  God,  interpenetrating  the  kingdoms  of  the  world ; 
a  universal  institution  of  religion,  one  in  form,  in 
belief,  in  worship.  And  to  a  wonderful  degree  it 
attained  this.  From  end  to  end  of  its  vast  domain, 
the  same  masses  were  sung,  the  same  creeds  recited, 
and  the  same  discipline  enforced.  The  very  rigidness 
of  the  outward  uniformity  made  it  possible  to  allow 
a  good  deal  of  inward  difference.  It  was  as  if  the 
church  said,  "  Think  what  you  like  only  don't  think 
it  aloud  !  '  Thus  in  a  certain  way  Catholicism 
winked  at  individual  liberties  of  disbelief  which, 
later,  the  greater  moral  earnestness  of  Protestantism 
rooted    out.     But  let  a  man    forsake    the  form,  or 
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impugn  the  creed,  or  refuse  the  church  tribute,  and 
the  vengeance  of  the  most  powerful  organization 
the  world  ever  saw  pursued  him.  Life  was  involved 
in  a  network  which  power  could  not  break  through 
nor  insignificance  evade.  Thus  centralization  was 
carried  to  its  extreme.  The  individual  religious  life 
was  merged  in  the  great  corporate  unity  of  the  church. 
It  was  the  church  which  settled  the  creed,  the  church 
which  did  the  worship,  the  church  which  transacted 
the  whole  business  of  salvation. 

A  second  salient  point  of  that  vast  ecclesiastical 
unity  was  its  immense  political  power.  It  stood  not 
only  for  a  spiritual  influence,  but  for  a  visible  em- 
bodied authority  among  the  nations.  It  was  simply 
the  old  Hebrew  idea  of  theocracy — that  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  were  really  trusts  to  be  administered  for 
God,  —  with  the  further  clause,  that  the  Pope  and 
the  church  were  the  representatives  of  God.  The 
church's  own  temporal  estate  was  never  large  ;  it 
could  never  cope,  by  itself,  with  the  great  powers 
of  Europe  ;  it  often  had  to  stoop  to  them,  but  it 
stooped  to  conquer,  and  even  at  its  humblest  was 
sure  to  be  taking  hold  more  firmly  of  the  strings  by 
which  the  puppets  on  the  world's  great  stage  were 
moved.  Its  monks  were  the  great  statesmen  and 
politicians.  They,  only,  had  knowledge  enough  — 
but  this  consolidated  the  church's  influence  ;  and  so, 
over  the  head  of  the  proudest  monarch  rose  a  power 
which  conquest  could  not  subdue,  and  against  which 
the  weapons  of  earthly  warfare  only  seemed  to  beat 
the  air.    And  in  those  rude  times,  this  was  well.    The 
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power  of  the  church  was  a  needful  check  upon  the 
despotic  tyranny  of  kings  and  nobles ;  and  in  days 
when  the  only  law  of  secular  rule  was  might,  it  was 
well  that  there  rose  up  one  institution,  which,  how- 
ever imperfectly,  stood  for  the  higher  law  of  right, 
and  for  the  great  truth  that  "  God  ruleth  among 
the  nations  of  men." 

Akin  to  this  characteristic  of  an  embodied  moral 
power,  was  the  witness  which  the  church  gave  to  the 
brotherhood  and  equality  of  men.  It  could  not  have 
established  a  dead  level  of  rank  or  power  in  the 
world.  It  did  not  try.  But  it  did  afford  a  common 
ground  outside  the  world  where  men  should  meet  as 
equal  brothers.  I  do  not  say  that  the  church  was 
ever  perfectly  true  to  its  own  principle  in  this.  Cor- 
ruption and  time-serving  cannot  be  kept  out  by 
church-doors,  and  Catholicism  was  never  free  from 
them.  Bishoprics  and  abbeys  were  given  to  the  fa- 
vorites of  kings,  and  many  a  rich  living  was  bought 
by  money  or  influence.  Still,  looking  along  the 
ages,  the  church  did  stand  for  an  asylum  on  enter- 
ing which  human  distinctions  dropt  away.  Its  grand 
ceremonial,  its  beautiful  churches  were  as  free  and 
open  as  the  temple  not  made  with  hands.  In  the 
great  Catholic  cathedral  the  poor  child  from  the  by- 
ways crept  in  beside  the  merchant  or  the  noble.  To 
the  convent  cloisters  the  peasant  was,  in  theory,  as 
welcome  as  the  prince.  Beneath  the  monk's  cowl 
their  worldly  rank  merged  in  a  diviner  order  of 
nobleness ;  and,  as  often  as  not  the  legates  before 
whom  kings  had  to  tremble  and  do  penance  were 
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men  risen  from  the  lowliest  station.  In  the  church's 
realm  as  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  the  first  were 
often  last,  and  the  last  first. 

One  other  characteristic  which  I  shall  speak  of  in 
the  church  of  the  past,  was,  its  strong  grasp  over  the 
whole  of  man's  life  and  doings.  It  did  not  claim  a 
mere  hour  or  two  a  week,  and  a  few  subscriptions, 
and  then  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  men  !  Just 
as  its  power  was  everywhere  among  the  kingdoms, 
so  its  forms  and  associations  were  in  every  part  of 
life.  It  gathered  to  itself  the  most  varied  talents, 
consecrated  by  its  forms  the  most  varied  occasions. 
It  gave  the  soldier  his  orders  of  chivalry.  It  beck- 
oned to  its  temples  the  genius  of  art ;  it  kept  alight 
in  its  cloisters  the  lamp  of  learning  and  poetry.  It 
knit  commerce  to  itself  by  religious  "  gilds,"  and  at- 
tracted the  people  by  its  pageants  and  its  charities. 
It  welcomed  the  little  children  by  baptism ;  it  set  up 
the  first  system  of  schools ;  it  drew  the  boys  in  to  be 
its  choristers  ;  it  made  the  marriage  of  youth  and 
maiden  a  solemn  sacrament ;  it  cheered  the  bed  of 
sickness,  gave  the  parting  Godspeed  to  the  dying. 
It  taught  the  poorest  peasant  to  cross  himself,  even 
if  he  could  not  say  a  grace  or  prayer,  and  it  set  up 
its  oratories  or  its  crosses  by  every  bridge,  at  every 
roadside,  to  remind  men  of  that  presence  from  which 
there  could  be  no  fleeing. 

Of  course  that  church  of  the  past  was  but  an  im- 
perfect embodiment  of  these  great  ideas  of  religious 
unity,  of  moral  law,  of  human  brotherhood,  and  of 
the  consecration  of  every  part  of  life.     But  it  was 
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about  as  good  an  embodiment  of  them  as  humanity 
was  capable  of.  Granted  that  its  power  was  often 
used  by  evil  men  for  evil  ends,  —  these  weakened 
its  power,  did  not  give  it.  Its  hold  upon  mankind 
arose  from  what  was  good  in  it,  not  from  what  was 
evil.  Men  held  to  it,  in  spite  of  its  corruptions  and 
perversions,  from  a  reverence,  little  defined,  yet  none 
the  less  real,  for  this  idea  of  a  great  religious  institu- 
tion which  in  its  oneness  and  its  power  stood  as  the 
witness  in  the  world  to  the  unity  of  God's  truth,  to 
the  majesty  of  God's  will,  to  religion  as  the  law  for 
rulers,  the  true  ennoblement  of  man,  the  highest  con- 
secration of  genius,  the  pure  and  kindly  friend  of 
common  life. 

Yes,  and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  when  that 
church  of  the  past  burst  and  broke  up,  it  did  so  by 
its  own  overgrowth.  It  was  the  church  itself  which 
generated  the  very  life  that  destroyed  it.  It  nour- 
ished more  learning  than  it  could  hold  ;  it  nourished 
more  democracy  than  it  could  hold ;  it  nourished  more 
religion  than  it  could  hold  !  It  was  in  the  church  it- 
self that  Luther  and  the  Keformers  learned  the  very 
spirit  of  that  Keformation  which  was  by  and  by  too 
large  for  its  cradle,  and  burst  the  church  asunder  into 
fragments ! 

It  is  those  fragments,  altered,  developed,  many  of 
them  burst  asunder  into  other  fragments  in  their 
turn,  which  constitute  the  church  of  the  present,  the 
problem  and  perplexity  of  to-day.  Of  those  frag- 
ments, the  old  church  with  its  Eoman  centre  is  the 
largest,  and   tries  hard  but  unsuccessfully  to  make 
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believe  that  it  is,  as  of  old,  the  one  Catholic  church. 
In  reality,  there  is  no  one  Catholic  church  now.  All 
unity  is  at  an  end,  and  yet  men  are  not  satisfied  in 
diversity.  In  form,  belief,  and  effort,  men  are  split 
up  into  sects  and  parties.  A  thousand  half-truths  or 
one-sided  tendencies  are  working  themselves  out,  im- 
perfectly, because  in  isolation.  For  men  have  not 
accepted  the  diversity  frankly;  each  church  dreams 
of  becoming  the  One,  and  so  they  lose  the  benefit 
that  might  be  from  the  frank  recognition  of  each 
other's  differing  thought. 

Look  at  the  churches  in  relation  to  political  power. 
How  is  the  old,  everlasting  truth  that  God's  will  is 
the  law  for  nations  and  rulers,  —  how  is  that  repre- 
sented by  the  churches  now  ?  By  an  Austrian  Con- 
cordat? or  by  that  compromise  which  Bismarck  has 
made  with  Rome  ?  By  a  Bench  of  Bishops  in  the 
English  House  of  Lords,  or  by  a  chaplain  opening 
with  prayer  the  daily  sessions  of  the  Congress  at 
Washington,  or  the  Legislature  in  our  State  House  ? 
Is  that  the  final  solution  of  that  problem  of  the  rela- 
tion of  Christianity  to  national  doings  which  the 
church  of  the  past  solved  by  its  titled  legates  and 
its  dreaded  interdicts  ? 

So,  of  the  old  witness  of  the  church  to  the  equal 
brotherhood  of  human  souls.  The  old  asylum  where 
this  was  realized  out  of  the  world  is  gone,  but  what 
has  taken  its  place  ?  The  money-spirit  and  the 
caste-spirit  have  seized  the  very  churches  themselves. 
The  churches,  which  for  fifteen  hundred  years  were 
the  common  resort  of  rich  and  poor,  as  open  as  the 


EEV.   ST0PF0RD   WENTWORTH  BROOKE.  21 

seats  in  the  Public  Garden,  are  now  parcelled  out  to 
exclusiveness  and  let  off  like  theatres.  They  still 
talk  of  brotherhood,  but  as  Kingsley  somewhere  says, 
"  There  are  too  many  elder  brothers  "  ! 

As  striking  is  the  severance  of  the  churches  from 
the  interests  and  doings  of  common  life,  with  which 
the  church  of  the  past  wove  in  its  countless  forms. 
Religion  is  almost  as  much  a  thing  of  days  and  places 
and  forms  as  in  the  old  time,  only  it  is  a  thing  of 
fewer  days  and  places  and  forms.  It  is  banished 
from  daily  life.  Protestantism  taught  men  a  grace 
or  prayer,  instead  of  making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  — 
and  men  left  off  crossing  themselves ;  and  now  they 
have  left  off  the  grace  and  the  prayer,  except  when 
there  is  a  clergyman  round  !  Art,  Literature,  Sci- 
ence, Commerce  ask  nothing  of  the  church  now, 
except  to  be  let  alone.  The  churches  are  still  a 
rallying  place  for  a  great  deal  of  the  strongest  moral 
and  religious  life  of  society,  and  yet  their  attitude  is 
uneasy,  their  word  is  uncertain ;  they  are  not  doing 
any  adequate  work  either  within  themselves  or  on 
the  world. 

Thus  comes  the  religious  perplexity  of  the  present 
day.  Whither  are  things  tending  ?  The  minds  of 
men  are  all  at  sea  !  Some,  weary  of  the  uncertainty, 
and  longing  for  some  authority  to  settle  something 
for  them,  have  thrown  themselves  back  into  the 
ranks  of  Rome,  or  into  its  milk-and-water  imitation, 
Ritualism.  Some  think  that  all  this  division  and 
unsettlement  is  a  sign  that  Christianity  is  dying 
out  to  make  way  for  some  purer  religion  of  Theism  ; 
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while  others  think  it  is  dying  out  to  deliver  men 
from  religion  altogether.  And  perhaps  the  saddest 
result  of  all,  is,  that  multitudes,  without  any  formal 
abandonment  of  religion,  have  lost  all  hearty  inter- 
est in  the  churches  and  have  gradually  drifted  into 
utter  apathy  and  indifference. 

Yet  is  there  nothing  better  for  us  than  this  choice 
of  confusions  ?  If  I  only  looked  into  the  chaotic  re- 
ligious state  of  the  present  I  should  answer  "  No  !  " 
But  when  I  look  into  that  long  past  of  which  the 
present  is  the  outcome,  I  cannot  answer  "  No  !  " 
Because,  I  see  that  the  very  chaos  has  come  out  of 
life  not  death.  The  old  church  broke  up,  not  be- 
cause its  elements  had  not  life  enough  to  hold  to- 
gether, but  because  they  had  too  much  !  And  it  is 
still  that  very  life  that  keeps  them  restless,  —  the  life 
of  thought  too  actively  varied  to  long  endure  the 
bonds  of  any  creed ;  and  the  life  of  religious  feeling 
too  real  and  spontaneous  to  be  limited  to  antiquated 
forms.  And  still  those  elements  keep  drawing  to- 
gether, and  trying  new  experiments  in  church  life, 
for  men  must  have  fellowship  in  these  great  thoughts 
and  feelings  of  religion. 

And  thus,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  may  find  the 
clew  to  show  us  something  of  what  the  church  of  the 
future  is  to  be,  and  what  every  church  that  is  to  be 
an  effective  part  of  it  must  be.  For  what  we  have 
to  do,  is,  to  seize  upon  those  principles  which  the 
church  of  the  past  embodied  in  its  hard  and  fast, 
though  so  wonderfully  complex,  organization,  and  find 
how  they  may  be  attained,  and  work  towards  them  in 
the  voluntary  association  of  free  minds  and  souls. 
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Thus  —  the  church  of  the  past  emphasized  unity  and 
tried  to  attain  it  by  quenching  the  individual.  The 
church  of  the  future  must,  before  all  things,  empha- 
size individuality ;  that  the  religious  thought  must  be 
the  honest  thinking  of  each  mind  ;  that  each  soul 
must  have  its  own  personal  life  with  God.  The  days 
of  creeds  elaborated  by  the  church,  bowed  to  by  the 
people  are  passed.  The  days  of  priestcrafts  trans- 
acting the  business  of  salvation  either  by  Romish  or 
Anglican  sacraments,  are  passed.  The  day  is  past 
even  for  believing  in  Christ's  merits,  as  standing  be- 
tween us  and  God.  We  stand  before  God  in  our 
own  spirit  and  character.  The  church  of  the  future 
will  have  to  recognize  these  sacred  individualities  — 
of  thought,  of  character,  of  worship  —  and  must  seek 
for  such  unity  as  may  gradually  come  not  by  smother- 
ing them,  but  by  the  earnest,  full  development  of 
them.  For,  as  these  differences  of  form  and  thought 
which  spring  from  individuality  come  to  be  frankly 
accepted,  they  may  not  indeed  cease  to  be,  but  they 
will  cease  to  keep  men  apart.  And  so  will  come  in 
time  the  finest  unity  of  all,  the  unity  of  the  spirit.  The 
various  groupings  into  which  religious  life  naturally 
sorts  itself  will  still  continue,  there  may  be  no  one 
empire-kind  of  church  including  all,  but,  that  no- 
bler thing,  a  great  "  Republic  of  God,"  a  peaceful, 
brotherly  federation  of  churches  in  which  the  old 
dividing  lines  shall  gradually  fade  into  such  mere 
historical  boundaries  as  those  between  our  counties, 
and  all  feel  themselves  more  and  more  parts  of  one 
great  church  of  Christ,  and  realize  "  the  unity  of  the 
spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace." 
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Again,  the  church  of  the  past  aimed  to  be  an  out- 
ward organized  authority,  over  the  doings  of  nations, 
and  of  individuals.  The  church  of  the  future  will 
have  to  let  go  all  idea  of  outward  authority  !  It 
will  aim  to  be  not  a  higher  sort  of  magistracy,  but  a 
larger,  wider  conscience.  The  church  of  the  past 
insisted  on  a  strong  power  of  discipline.  In  the  pres- 
ent, churches  seem  haunted  by  the  idea  that  they 
ought  still  to  be  able  to  bring  some  effective  disci- 
pline to  bear  upon  their  people,  and  sometimes  the 
world  sneers  at  them  for  not  doing  it,  —  and  yet, 
whenever  they  try  to  do  it  they  only  blunder.  I 
believe  that  the  whole  idea  of  any  church-discipline 
has  simply  —  to  go.  It  will  not  be  by  contriving 
better  church-courts,  any  more  than  by  combining 
to  "  put  God  in  the  constitution  "  as  some  phrase  it, 
that  the  old  idea  of  the  will  of  God  being  paramount 
over  the  doings  of  nations  and  of  men  will  be  upheld, 
but  simply  by  the  clearness  with  which  these  church 
rallying-points  of  moral  life  discern  the  will  of  God 
and  voice  it  to  the  world.  The  churches  of  the  fu- 
ture will  have  frankly  to  accept  the  position  of  being 
simply  such  free  rallying-points  of  Christian  life,  with 
no  examination  or  judgment  either  of  those  outside 
or  inside,  but  only  the  natural  influence  of  their  col- 
lective life.  And  think  not  that  this  necessarily 
means  a  lessening  of  their  power.  The  voice  which 
rings  along  the  ages,  still,  with  most  penetrating  and 
persuasive  authority  is  the  voice  of  one  who  had  not 
even  power  to  put  a  man  out  of  the  synagogue. 
Wherever  the  truth  and   right  are  spoken,  not  in 
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timid  conventional  phrases,  but  with  anything  like 
Christ's  clearness  and  anything  like  Christ's  spirit, 
they  will  still  be,  like  his  word,  —  "  with  power,"  — 
a  power  which  shall  be  felt  in  the  senate  and  the 
street,  in  the  justice-court  and  the  market  and  the 
home. 

And  so  with  regard  to  brotherhood.  If  Christ 
stood  for  anything,  he  stood  for  the  brotherhood  of 
man  with  man.  The  church  of  the  past  tried  to 
carry  this  out  not  in  the  world,  but  apart  from  it, 
by  keeping  its  own  pale  at  least,  as  a  sacred  enclo- 
sure within  which  the  higher  fellowship  of  life  should 
be  enforced.  The  church  of  the  future  has  got  to 
try  to  carry  that  brotherly  spirit  into  the  world,  into 
the  living  relations  of  society.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
easy ;  —  amid  the  ambitions  of  the  eager  world  it 
seems  hardly  a  possibility.  By  no  forced  levelling  is 
it  possible  at  all ;  —  but,  by  the  thought  of  the  dig- 
nity of  human  nature,  by  the  feeling  of  the  para- 
mount worth  of  character,  by  the  uniting  power  of 
allegiance  to  the  Saviour,  something  may  be  done, 
and  the  churches  have  got  to  work  on  in  that  direc- 
tion. More  brotherliness  in  common  life ;  humility 
in  the  filling  of  high  places ;  an  earnest  responsibility 
in  the  use  of  wealth  ;  a  pitying  helpfulness  towards 
the  weak,  the  poor,  the  fallen;  a  large,  tender,  pa- 
tient considerateness  for  others,  —  the  church  that  is 
to  guide  the  future  must  have  the  spirit  of  all  this, 
and  know  how  to  foster  this  brotherly  spirit,  not  just 
in  the  church  itself,  but  exactly  in  the  busy  ways  of 
the  common  world. 
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And,  finally,  the  church  that  is  to  possess  the  fu- 
ture, will  have  to  know  how  to  possess  it,  not  just  for 
an  hour  of  Sunday  worship,  but  as  the  guide,  helper, 
companion  of  man's  daily  living.     The  church  of  old 
did  this  by  a   supervision  and  a   formalism  which 
brought  religion  into  touch  with  every  part  of  life. 
I  do  not  know  that  those  forms  can  be  revived  ;  but 
that,  in  some  way,  religion  has  to  be  made  more  at 
home  in  our  common  life  ;  that,  by  some  forms,  its 
little  remindings  of  the  Divine  goodness  must  come 
oftener  than  in  our  Sunday  worship  ;  that  the  old 
household  pieties  so  much  disused,  have  to  be  taken 
up  again,  —  of  this  I  am  sure  !    Friends,  it  is  the  lack 
of  these  things,  —  the  little  helpful  forms,  the  house- 
hold pieties,  the  frank  religious  speech,  the  more  fre- 
quent worship,  —  it  is  the  lack  of  these  things  which 
is  our  weakest  point  to-day,  and  which  puts  our  very 
best  young  people  —  just  when  they  are  beginning 
to  be  interested  in  religion  —  most  at  the  mercy  of 
the  earnest  proselytism  of  less  tongue-tied  Christians. 
If  the  church  of  the  future  does  not  cling  to  the  old 
forms,  it  must  let  its  spirit  work  out  in  new  ones,  — 
but  it  must,  in  some  way,  keep  touch  with  every  part 
of  life,  be  the  helper  of  all  man's  interests,  and  the 
companion  of  all  his  days  ! 

God  speed  the  day,  when  the  great  church  of 
Christ  shall  take  on  this  nobler  character,  and  meet 
the  ever  widening  need  of  man  !  And,  only  remem- 
ber that  it  is  with  this  "  church  of  the  future  "  as 
Christ  said  of  the  kingdom  of  God :  It  is  not  to  come 
"  with  observation."     It  is  not  to  come  by  some  great 
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ecclesiastical   movement.     It  is  not   to  be   brought 
about  by  the  existing  churches  meeting  in  solemn 
universal  conclave  and  voting  to  amalgamate  upon 
the  broader  platform  and  the  wider  unitedness  !     It 
will  simply  come,  as  each  little  group  of  those  who 
are  trying  here  or  there  to  be  a  Christian  church 
enter  on  this  larger  thought ;  as  they  open  their 
windows  wider  for  God's  light,  and  their  doors  wider 
to  the  fellowship  of  men  ;  and  as  they  try  —  among 
their  own  people,  and  in  the  little  world  that  circles 
round  them  —  to  be  a  living  part  of  that  nobler  re- 
ligious institution  that  the  future  needs  !  —  If  only 
you  who  gather  here  can  compass  this  wider  united- 
ness,  this  earnest  facing  of  the  highest  right  and 
duty,  this  large  kind  brotherliness,  and  this  happy, 
every-day  piety,  —  then,  here  is  a  church  which  no 
future  will  destroy,  but  only  possess  and  use  !     That 
is  how  it  is  to  come  —  heart  by  heart  —  church  by 
church  —  and  so,  by  many  little  centres  opening  out 
and  drawing  together  shall  the  greater  church  of  the 
future  grow  up  into  that  blessed  power  for  which 
we  pray ;  and  so  shall  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  the 
Communion  of  Saints  come  at  length  to   stand  no 
longer  for  a  dream  of  heaven  but  for  a  glad  reality 
of  earth !     Amen. 

After  the  sermon,  Mosenthal's  Jubilate  in  B  flat  was 
sung. 

Rev.   Andrew  P.   Peabody,  D.D.,  then   offered   the 
consecrating  prayer. 

The    charge    was    given   by    Rev.    James   Freeman 
Clarke,  D.D.,  of  the  Church  of  the  Disciples. 
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CHARGE. 

BY  REV.  JAMES  FREEMAN  CLARKE. 

f~\N  such  occasions  as  this  the  older  members  of 
^^  our  profession  are  usually  selected  to  deliver 
the  charge,  in  the  belief  that  their  longer  experience 
may  better  qualify  them  to  give  advice.  For  in  our 
time  a  charge  means  only  advice,  given  with  the  added 
authority  of  experience. 

My  first  advice  is,  hold  to  the  religious  spirit  of  our 
common  Puritan  ancestry.  Let  us  remember  lovingly 
the  rock  from  which  we  were  hewn.  We  have  gone 
far  in  the  advance  of  thought  from  the  old  Puritan 
belief,  but  let  us  not  fancy  that  it  is  an  advance  to 
leave  behind  the  old  Puritan  spirit.  That  was  a  spirit 
which  placed  religion  pure  and  undefiled  at  the  foun- 
dation of  all  human  activity,  which  made  it  the  one 
thing  needful.  Those  who  founded  this  church  were 
persuaded  that  it  were  better  to  build  their  rude  cabins 
on  a  lonely  shore,  with  a  stormy  sea  on  one  side  and 
a  dark  forest  filled  with  darker  shapes  on  the  other, 
but  with  freedom  to  worship  God,  than  to  remain  in 
the  pleasant  fields  of  Essex,  or  beneath  the  ancient 
towers  of  Lincoln.  Let  others  think  that  religion 
may  be  supplanted  by  science,  art,  literature,  or 
ethics ;  but  let  us  remember  that  unless  there  is  a 
living  faith  in  the  Infinite  Realities  within  the  soul, 
all  these  human  activities  must  droop  and  die.     They 


KEV.   ST0PE0RD  WENTWORTH  BROOKE.  29 

bear  not  the  root,  the  root  bears  them.  Make  it  your 
first  purpose  in  this  church  to  bear  witness  that  all 
souls  belong  not  only  to  time  and  outward  nature, 
but  to  the  Infinite  and  Eternal.  Those  who  come 
here,  come  to  be  fed  with  the  bread  of  immortal  life. 
They  come  from  daily  toil,  from  temptation,  from 
the  struggles  of  the  mind  and  heart,  from  bitter  expe- 
rience of  sin  and  sorrow,  to  find  strength,  peace,  and 
comfort  from  communion  with  the  things  unseen  and 
eternal.  Science,  art,  literature,  they  can  find  else- 
where ;  but  here  they  listen  to  the  words  of  eternal 
faith  and  hope.  Here  they  can  be  taken  up  out  of 
worldly  anxieties  and  worldly  contagions  into  the 
serene  strength  of  a  divine  peace.  It  should  never 
be  said  of  a  Christian  pulpit, — 

"  The  hungry  sheep  look  up  and  are  not  fed." 

Again,  I  advise,  that  in  teaching  religious  truth,  you 
teach  it  not  as  opinion,  speculation,  or  probability, 
but  as  reality.  Let  what  you  say  come  from  the 
depths  within.  Speak  out  of  your  own  living  experi- 
ence. Give  the  results  of  thought  rather  than  its  pro- 
cesses. In  the  study  be  a  seeker,  a  careful  thinker, 
but  leave  your  uncertainties  behind  when  you  come 
to  address  those  who  are  longing  for  a  solid  faith. 
Tell  them  that  which  you  yourself  have  felt  to  be 
profoundly  true.  Speak  that  which  you  know,  and 
testify  to  what  you  have  seen.  Bear  witness  to  the 
truth  which  makes  a  part  of  your  own  life,  which 
is  the  master-light  of  your  own  seeing.  By  this 
method  you  will  not  have  so  much  novelty  in  your 
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discourses,  but  you  will  have  what  is  better,  origi- 
nality. What  you  say  will  not  be  a  repetition  from 
the  memory,  but  a  new  inspiration  from  the  soul. 
Then  you  will  teach  as  one  having  authority,  with 
the  only  authority  which  belongs  to  the  minister  to- 
day. Official  authority  has  gone,  —  peace  be  with 
its  ashes,  —  but  the  authority  of  knowledge,  insight, 
experience  will  never  pass  away.  This  makes  the 
true  prophet  in  all  time.  Insight  alone  gives  fore- 
sight, and  makes  leaders  of  men. 

In  old  times  the  prophet  and  priest  were  separate ; 
now  they  must  be  one.  No  man  now  can  be  a  true 
priest  to  lead  souls  to  God,  to  relieve  and  comfort 
wounded  hearts,  to  guide  perplexed  consciences,  un- 
less he  himself  has  an  inspiration  of  truth.  The 
apostle  said,  "  We  have  an  unction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  know  all  things."  Not  an  outward 
priestly  unction,  not  an  outward  laying  on  of 
hands,  but  an  inward  sight  of  the  awful  and  blessed 
realities.  Your  own  faith  will  give  faith  to  other 
souls,  for  faith  comes  by  a  certain  contagion  rather 
than  by  instruction.  You  must  be  a  prophet  in  order 
to  be  a  priest ;  and  you  must  also  be  a  priest  in  order 
to  be  a  prophet.  That  is,  you  must  be  in  communion 
with  tried  and  tempted  souls,  —  you  must  be  in  rela- 
tion with  all  the  sad  and  glad  hours  of  human  life, 
you  must  go  down  deep,  by  a  faithful  sympathy,  into 
the  hearts  of  your  fellow-men,  in  order  that  when  you 
enter  the  pulpit  you  may  speak,  not  "as  a  dying  man 
to  dying  men,"  but  as  a  living  man  to  living  men. 
In  the  homes  of  your  people,  if  you  have  their  con- 
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fidence,  you  will  find  the  best  material  for  your 
sermons. 

Nevertheless,  do  not  forsake  your  study  for  the 
street.  The  true  minister  of  the  gospel  must  study 
as  long  as  he  lives.  No  knowledge  will  come  amiss ; 
but  especially  study  the  Bible  and  the  words  of  Jesus. 
Christianity  is  the  only  form  of  religion  acceptable 
to  civilized  man.  It  must  be  a  free  Christianity,  not 
bound  to  a  dogmatic  or  ecclesiastic  past,  capable  of 
development,  but  still  moving  along  the  lines  of  the 
gospel.  And  there  is  no  study  in  the  world  so  pro- 
foundly interesting  as  the  life  of  Jesus.  Like  the 
unwithered  countenance  of  Nature,  it  is  fresh  and 
new  as  it  was  in  the  beginning.  I  return  with 
ever  new  interest  to  the  life  and  words  of  Jesus. 
Clear  yet  deep,  they  are  like  the  water  in  the  bays 
of  Lake  Huron,  where  you  look  down  through 
twenty  feet  and  count  every  agate  and  carnelian  at 
the  bottom.  Let  us  never  imagine  that  we  have 
reached  the  last  discovery  in  these  wonderful  books. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  how  glad  we  are  to  wel- 
come you  to  these  shores  and  to  this  pulpit.  You 
are  not  to  us  a  stranger,  for  you  come  from  those 
whom  not  having  seen,  we  love  ;  or,  having  seen,  we 
have  learned  to  love  all  the  more.  We  will  try  to 
make  you  feel  at  home  in  our  midst.  Old  England 
is  not  so  old,  nor  New  England  so  new,  but  that  they 
can  stand  side  by  side  in  fraternal  work  and  union. 
May  this  kind  of  union  be  perpetual ! 
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The  Fellowship  of  the  Churches  was  then  extended  by- 
Rev.  Edward  A.  Horton,  pastor  of  the  Second  Church. 
The  following  is  an  abstract :  — 

RIGHT    HAND    OF    FELLOWSHIP. 

BY  REV.  E.  A.  HORTON. 

My  Friend,  —  The  right  hand  of  fellowship  may 
be  given  formally,  as  an  ecclesiastical  act  expected 
by  usage  and  not  to  be  refused.  Not  so  in  your 
case.  We  have  reasons  for  making  the  deed  hearty 
and  joyful.  You  bring  to  us  and  to  our  work  valu- 
able contributions.  There  is  professional  experience 
back  of  this  hour.  Not  as  a  novice  do  you  enter  our 
ranks.  The  faithful  record  of  several  years  attests 
your  knowledge  of  men  and  methods.  In  pulpit, 
parish,  missions,  and  Sunday  school  your  labors  have 
gone  on,  and  the  light  of  that  experience  will  shine 
on  your  pathway  here.  Moreover,  you  have  the 
unanimous  indorsement  of  this  people,  —  a  support 
given  in  no  haste,  or  upon  superficial  acquaintance, 
but  after  many  weeks  of  mutual  testing.  They  have 
heard  you  preach,  met  you  in  the  home,  enjoyed 
the  various  social  opportunities  of  knowing  your 
wonted  mien  and  conversation,  and  now  they  feel 
surer  than  at  first  of  your  fitness  to  be  their  leader. 
And  you,  on  your  part,  have  estimated  carefully  the 
wisdom  of  assuming  this  position  so  weighted  with 
responsibility.  The  churches  rejoice  in  this  credit- 
able discretion  and  unanimous  result.  We  feel  sure 
that  you  will  be  a  minister  of  full  scope,  not  frac- 
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tional  or  one-sided.  The  addition  of  such  a  worker 
to  our  force  imparts  new  vigor  to  all.  You  will 
speak  to  the  intellect,  move  the  heart,  rally  the  will ; 
you  will  recognize  in  your  parishioners  beings  of  a 
social  nature  as  well  as  logicians.  Education,  reform, 
all  good  works  are  certain  to  find  broad  apprehen- 
sion from  you.  Such  breadth  we  need ;  and  our 
fellowship  goes  to  you  doubly  because  we  anticipate 
a  thorough  ministry  at  your  hands.  There  is  noth- 
ing from  which  our  churches  have  suffered  more 
than  from  partial,  impeding  ministerial  views  as  to 
the  range  of  clerical  duty  and  functions.  We  fur- 
ther rejoice  that  you  come  to  take  up  the  activity, 
for  a  brief  while  lulled,  of  this  historic  church.  It 
is  the  mother  church  of  this  community,  the  source 
of  our  communions,  always  crowned  with  respect 
by  the  churches  of  all  denominations,  always  re- 
garded with  solicitous  pride.  We  are  happy  in  the 
sight  of  renewed  life  and  abundant  prophecy  now 
appearing  on  its  noble  past.  To  all  this  cause  for 
our  sincere  welcome  add  this,  —  that  we  believe  you 
to  be  earnest  and  loyal  to  conviction.  The  name 
you  bear  has  been  identified  not  alone  with  spiritual 
insight  and  lofty  thought,  but  with  fealty  to  truth 
and  courageous  character. 

What  do  we  proffer  to  you  ?  First,  a  vigorous, 
enlightened  clergy  for  your  associates  and  friends. 
Never  in  the  history  of  this  city  was  the  ministry 
filled  with  members  better  equipped,  as  a  whole,  in 
consecration,  learning,  high  standards,  and  humani- 
tarian zeal.     We  welcome   you  to  their  busy,  ab- 
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sorbing  labors,  as  they  spend  themselves  gladly, 
incessantly,  day  and  night,  for  their  people,  for  pub- 
lic causes,  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his  Christ. 
We  offer  to  your  respect  and  co-operation  an  intelli- 
gent, reliable  laity.  Dally  not  with  superficial  criti- 
cisms, put  aside  suspicions;  the  laity  are  earnest  at 
heart  and  will  respond  to  the  genuine  call.  Their 
honor,  integrity,  ability  are  built  into  the  prosperity 
of  this  city.  It  is  for  us  to  clear  the  current  of  their 
religious  thought  and  action,  and  with  appreciative 
guidance  gradually  lift  desire  into  deed,  groping 
into  clear  sight,  vague  goodness  into  actual  service. 
We  call  you  to  our  progressive  thought,  our  formu- 
lating belief,  which  constantly  allies  itself  with  life 
and  seeks  no  confine  narrower  than  reason's  rever- 
ential limit  and  humanity's  widest  welfare.  Here 
is  freedom  and  exhilaration  and  growth  and  power. 
To  our  enlarging  work,  to  our  lustrous  history,  we  bid 
you  welcome.  And  as  we  do  it,  this  we  ask,  —  that 
you  will  make  a  genuine  and  cordial  fellowship  with 
us.  Come  in  fully  and  share  our  hopes,  shape  our 
plans,  stand  elbow  to  elbow,  identify  yourself  with 
our  cause.  "  Together  "  is  the  watchword.  Truth  is 
crippled,  sentiment  evaporates,  action  is  wasted,  when 
individuality  is  too  loudly  asserted.  In  doing  this  we 
ask  for  no  obliteration  of  your  individual  ministry. 
Keep  your  personality,  and  so  teach  us  new  ways 
and  rectify  old  errors.  You  cannot  imitate  Oxford 
or  Harvard  and  be  successful.  Be  yourself,  and 
then  forms,  accents,  methods,  views  will  fit.  But 
bring  all  this  unfettered  expression  of  your  earnest 
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life  into  sympathetic  contact  with  us  of  the  ministry. 
Accept,  then,  this  token  of  fellowship,  my  hand, 
given  in  good  faith  and  good  will.  This  is  not  the 
time  for  personal  words,  or  I  might  express  the 
pleasure  I  have  in  knowing  that  the  First  and 
Second  Churches  will  now  be  drawn  closer,  pastors 
and  peoples.  But  I  am  a  representative ;  I  speak 
for  all  the  churches ;  they  give  you  fraternal  greet- 
ing, and  may  you  find  here,  in  the  New  World, 
friends,  happy  work,  welcoming  firesides,  and  the 
fruition  of  your  sacred  hopes. 

The  choir  then  sang  the  anthem  by  Buck,  "  Sing  Alle- 
luia forth." 

Rev.  George  E.  Ellis,  D.D.,  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address  to  the  society  :  — 


ADDRESS    TO    THE    SOCIETY. 

BY  GEORGE   E.  ELLIS,   D.D.,  LL.D. 
Members  of  the  Congregation  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston  : 

A  S  for  many  years  I  have  sat  in  my  wonted  place 
'*-*  in  this  church,  my  eyes,  with  a  strong  power 
of  vision,  have  been  drawn  to  that  rich  memorial 
window  in  the  south  transept.  It  is  in  two  sections. 
One  contains,  in  its  radiant  enclosure,  the  Covenant 
under  which  this  first  congregation  of  the  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  on  this  virgin  soil  was  gathered,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  years  ago,  and  before  the 
settlement  had  received  its  name.     Happily,  it  was 
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under  a  summer  sky,  not  in  the  desolation  of  the 
first  New  England  winter.  That  Covenant  should 
be  read  on  this  occasion  :  — 

"  In  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  Obedi- 
ence to  His  holy  will  and  Divine  Ordinance, 

"  Wee  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  being  by  His 
most  wise  and  good  Providence  brought  together  into  this 
part  of  America  in  the  Bay  of  Massachusetts,  and  desirous 
to  unite  ourselves  into  one  Congregation,  or  Church,  under 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  Head,  in  such  sort  as  becometh 
all  those  whom  He  hath  Redeemed  and  Sanctifyed  to  Him- 
self, do  hereby  solemnly,  and  religiously  (as  in  His  most 
holy  Presence)  Promise,  and  bind  ourselves,  to  walk  in  all 
our  wayes  according  to  the  Rule  of  the  Gospell,  and  in  all 
sincere  Conformity  to  His  holy  Ordinances,  and  in  mutuall 
love,  and  respect  each  to  other,  so  neere  as  God  shall  give 
us  grace." 

A  benediction  on  the  gentle  spirit  of  Christian 
piety  that  chose  those  words,  and  guided  the  pen  in 
writing  them  !  That  covenant  has  never  been  lost, 
disavowed,  or  changed.  It  is  binding  upon  you, 
and  it  binds  you  together  to-day.  You  have  no 
other  bond.  That  covenant  gives  what  is  so  pre- 
cious to  any  religious  institution  or  organization,  — 
an  historic  continuity  to  this  church. 

There  is  another  section  in  that  window.  It  bears 
a  grateful  memorial  of  the  ministers  of  this  church. 
They  have  been  seventeen  in  number,  ranging  in 
their  service  from  Dr.  Chauncy,  for  sixty  years,  to 
Mr.  Abbot,  for  a  little  more  than  one.  At  moments, 
it  has  troubled  me  to  notice  that  the  name  of  your 
last  minister  fills  out  the  space.     There  is  no  room 
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there  for  another.  But  this  is  from  the  exigency  of 
the  artist.  You  have  now  another  minister,  and  the 
future  is  before  him  and  you.  Happy  is  the  coinci- 
dence that  he,  like  the  first  six  of  his  predecessors, 
comes  to  you  from  a  training  in  an  English  univer- 
sity and  in  the  English  mother  Church,  having 
assimilated  in  his  heart,  mind,  and  spirit,  as  they 
did,  all  the  holy  and  benedictive  influences  of  that 
nurture. 

You  may  therefore  welcome  him  as  really  belong- 
ing to  your  first  company,  only  a  little  belated  in 
reaching  here.  And  this  gives  me  the  theme  on 
which  I  would  briefly  address  you,  —  your  conti- 
nuity as  a  Christian  church.  What  does  that  mean  ? 
What  certifies  and  verifies  it,  and  bears  blessing 
down  and  on  with  it  ? 

Let  me  begin  with  a  reminiscence  which  has  long 
and  often  been  of  help  to  me,  and  may  serve  you. 
Fifty  years  ago  save  two,  I  was  passing  this  Christ- 
mas season,  as  a  very  young  man,  in  the  city  of 
Rome.  There  I  was  privileged  with  many  inter- 
views with  that  eminent  scholar  and  prelate,  after- 
ward Cardinal  Wiseman.  It  may  be  that  he  had  in 
view  my  conversion.  A  statement  which  he  made 
to  me  with  decision,  positive,  unqualified,  has  never 
since  been  out  of  my  mind,  and  has  been  steadily 
tested  by  all  subsequent  thought,  study,  observation, 
and  experience.  In  substance,  he  said  this :  For  any 
one  who  assumes  in  any  sense  a  discipleship  of  Jesus 
Christ,  there  are  possible  two,  and  only  two,  logical, 
tenable  positions.     One  of  these  is  a  full,  unfalter- 
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ing,  docile  submission  to  authority,  —  meaning  the 
Roman  Church;  the  other  is  the  committing  of  one's 
self  individually,  wholly,  freely,  and  trustfully  to  one's 
own  efforts  and  results  of  knowing,  thinking,  believ- 
ing, hoping,  and  aspiring,  using  such  helps  as  life, 
the  Scriptures,  and  other  sources  of  wisdom  afford 
him.  Strongly,  even  sternly,  did  that  priestly  scholar 
pronounce  upon  the  failure  and  futility  of  any  at- 
tempted position  between  those  two.  All  sectarian 
organizations  and  institutions  and  fellowships  by 
formulated  creeds,  articles  of  religion,  standards  of 
doctrine,  —  these,  he  said,  are  all  fragmentary  and 
inconsistent  in  their  elements,  fluctuating  and  com- 
promising, compoundings  more  or  less  of  authority 
and  freedom.  They  have  no  bottom  to  them,  no 
hard-pan  foundation. 

To  what  steady,  renewed,  and  ever  severer  tests 
have  the  study  and  observation  of  fifty  years  sub- 
jected that  prelate's  judgment  for  me,  and,  in  my 
own  experience,  proved  its  truth !  These  multiplied 
sects  and  fellowships  repudiating  Rome  and  afraid  of 
individual  self-guidance,  trying  to  find  some  medium 
between  them:  here,  more  or  less  of  freedom;  there, 
more  or  less  of  authority.  Saint  Paul  writes,  in  the 
fulness  of  his  apostolic  work,  that  there  was  already 
a  falling  away  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ, 
and  followers  named  for  other  leaders.  Two  hun- 
dred years  and  more  of  historic  obscurity,  with  only 
gleams  of  colored  light,  invest  the  planting  and  dif- 
fusion of  the  Christian  Church.  Then  is  revealed 
to  us  a  portentous   confusion  of  so-called   heresies 
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and  schisms.  Happily,  they  have  such  abstruse 
names  and  elements  as  to  be  wholly  unintelligible 
except  to  a  few  scholars,  paralleled  only  by  the  hard 
Latin  inscriptions  till  recently  displayed  on  large 
glass  globes  in  druggists'  windows,  filled  with  stained 
water.  Three  creeds  present  themselves,  —  Apos- 
tles', Nicean,  and  Athanasian,  —  the  earliest,  of 
course,  the  simplest.  Then  spurious  and  forged 
writings,  the  materials  for  endless  controversies. 
Then  decrees  of  councils,  with  mobs  and  violence 
to  enforce  or  resist  them.  Then  great  and  small 
sects,  each  with  its  internal  factions,  high  or  low, 
old  or  new,  broad  or  narrow,  open  or  close;  at- 
tempts to  identify  the  primitive  and  apostolic, — 
apostolical  succession,  sacramental  graces,  a  second 
probation  for  heathen  and  infants  who  have  not 
had  the  first  one. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  amid  all  this  confusion  in 
organized  and  formulated  Christian  fellowships,  and 
as  if  adding  an  infinite  distraction  to  it,  we  turn 
away  from  it  all  to  commit  ourselves  to  an  individual 
search  and  trust  for  truth,  with  such  helps  and  guid- 
ance as  we  can  bring  within  our  reach  for  conscience, 
fidelity,  and  responsibility.  The  founders  of  this 
venerable  fellowship  of  Christians  may,  as  English- 
men, have  had  in  their  minds  a  civil  law  of  the 
realm,  as  intimating  theii*  religious  rights.  When 
the  question  was  raised,  how  high  up  the  owner  of  a 
piece  of  land  had  a  right  to  build  upon  it,  the  deci- 
sion was,  "  Whoever  owns  the  soil  owns  all  the  way 
up  to  heaven."     The  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makes 
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us  free  is  this  :  whoever  has  a  foothold  upon  earth 
has  over  him  and  around  him  a  free  sky ;  we  are  all 
brethren ;  there  is  no   mastership  for  us  on  earth ; 
nothing  of  loss  or  gain  in  the  relations,  for  time  or 
eternity,  of  an  individual  soul  with  God  is  secured 
or  put  in  peril  by  any  official  intervention  of  priest 
or  church.     Jesus  spoke  his  words  into  the  air,  and 
left  them  to  fill  it,  and  to  float  down  the  ages  upon  it. 
The  Saviour  likened  the  truth  which  he  spoke  and 
lived  to  the  seed  which  the  sower  went  forth  to  sow. 
And  in  what  consist  the  virtue  and  blessing  of  seed  ? 
It  is  in  its  own   vitality,  its  fertility,  its  nutritive 
power.     These  perpetuate  themselves.     The  staff  of 
life,  on  which  your  children  are  fed  at  your  tables 
to-day,  comes  down  from  the  wheat  which  Joseph 
stored  in  the  garners  of  Egypt  through  the  sacra- 
mental bread   in  the  upper  chamber  in  Jerusalem. 
Does  that  seed  need  to  give  it  nutrition  or  blessing, 
that  the  husbandmen  who  sow  it  should,  after  the 
fashion  of  a  prelatical  succession,  have  holy  or  sinful 
hands  of  other  farmers  laid  upon  them,  to  convey  an 
agricultural  grace  ?     If  the  whole  virtue  is  not   in 
the  seed,  in  vain  will  any  ceremony  in  its  transmis- 
sion avail  to  fructify  it.     Incident  to  the  human  na- 
ture that  is  in  them,  there  is  a  temptation  for  some 
of  the  clerical  profession  to  assume  that  an  official 
function  of  their  own  is  needful  for  the  efficacy  of 
Christian   truths.      It  is  strange  that  they   should 
think  so,  as  they  have  to  read  aloud  so  many  pas- 
sages  in   Gospel   and  Epistle   which  directly  deny 
the  assumption.     Teaching,  ministering,  are  the  only 
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offices  assigned  to  them.     The  one  Priest  and  Medi- 
ator serves  alike  for  their  flocks  and  for  them. 

Nor  does  the  ardent  zeal  now  manifest  for  advan- 
cing what  is  called  "  Christian  unity  "  at  all  interfere 
with  or  discredit  the  rightful,  independent,  individual 
liberty  and  responsibility  of   Christian  discipleship. 
What  if  there  be,  as  some  among  us  insist,  a  scandal, 
a  waste,  a  folly,  in  the  dispersion  and  antagonism  of 
sects,  in  groups  and  fellowships,  by  opinion  and  ob- 
servance, often,  too,  in  trivial  things  ?     Leaving  in 
suspense  the  decision  whether  this  state  of  things  is 
wholly  deplorable  or  balanced  by  substantial  good, 
we  have  to  face  the  fact  that  it  is  incident  upon  two 
fixed  and  unchangeable  conditions  of  human  nature 
and  the  substance  of  religion.     The  subject-matter 
of  religious  thinking  and  believing  is  largely  com- 
posed of  elements   not   admitting   of   positive  and 
assured  certainty.    It  invites  variance  —  indeed,  com- 
pels diversity  —  in  reference  to  it.    And  again,  those 
deep  or  superficial  cravings,  capacities,  aptitudes,  and 
preferences,  engaged    in  religious  opinions,  beliefs, 
and  observances,  are  of  a  sort  to  bring  out,  exercise, 
and  strengthen  all  the  manifold  differences  and  mani- 
festations of  human  nature  in  its  range  of  thought, 
its   strength  of  intellectual  activity,  its    emotional 
fervors,  its  tastes  and  temperament.     We  have  the 
great  Apostle's  warrant  for  an  analogy  between  the 
food  which  sustains  our  bodily  life   and  that  which 
ministers  to  our  spiritual  life.     We  must  all  have 
food,  that  we  may  live.     But  what  variety  there  is 
in  appetite   and  in  the  ability  to  assimilate  and  to 
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digest !  The  most  attenuated  nutriment,  even  the 
water-gruel  of  the  invalid,  is  all  that  he  can  bear ; 
and  under  a  religious  diet  no  more  substantial  than 
that  have  lived  millions  of  excellent  Christians.  But 
the  strong  meat  of  the  spirit  is  needed  where  one 
would  exercise  his  spirit  amid  the  abysses  of  the 
mysteries  which  brood  over  our  life  and  destiny. 
And  what  would  we  have  in  the  name  of  Christian 
unity  ?  Shall  it  be  accord  in  belief,  in  worship,  or 
in  administration  ?  A  nearer  approach  in  all  these 
three  than  Christendom  will  ever  see  again  was  once 
realized  in  the  Roman  Church,  and  we  all  know  what 
came  of  it.  Before  the  first  advance  toward  reach- 
ing what  many  regard  as  the  desired  Christian  unity, 
we  shall  learn  that  what  is  thus  aimed  after  is  some- 
thing quite  unlike  that  which  the  Saviour  prayed  for 
as  oneness  with  him  and  the  Father.  The  whole 
irresistible  bent  of  all  the  tendencies  and  forces  now 
working  among  the  intelligent,  cultivated,  and  free 
and  independent  in  mind,  not  only  in  Christendom, 
but  the  world  over,  is  to  multiply,  diversify,  and 
disperse,  even  into  eccentric  circles,  individuality  in 
thought,  belief,  and  observance  in  every  element  of 
religion.  Happily,  this  dispersing  tendency  is  more 
than  balanced  and  made  harmless  by  the  steady  ad- 
vance and  strengthening  of  a  harmonizing  consent 
of  minds  and  hearts  about  all  things  which  make  for 
peace  and  things  by  which  one  may  edify  another. 
And  this  grand  and  ennobling  truth  has  now  won  a 
triumph,  alike  in  men's  beliefs  and  doubts,  that  in 
this  our  difficult  and  dangerous  human  life  of  duty, 
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trial,  and  desolated  hearts,  the  greatest  of  all  bless- 
ings is  a  strong  and  cheerful  religious  faith. 

But  how,  under  these  conditions,  shall  a  Christian 
church,  venerable  like  this  in  its  age,  continue  in 
perpetuity  its  life   and  its  benedictive   work  ?     Let 
me  read  to  you  a  sentence  from  a  Gospel :  "  Jesus 
came  to  Nazareth,  and,  as  his  custom  was,  he  went 
into  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  stood 
up  to  read ;    and   there  was  delivered    to    him  the 
Book."     How   felicitous    the    sentence    which    thus 
brings  together  those   three   vitalized    sanctities,  — 
the  Sabbath  day,  the  sanctuary,  and  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, the  synonymes  of  civilization,  morality,  and 
religion  !     They  live  a  joint  life,  neither  of  them  full 
without  the  other  two.     The  Sabbath,  for  rest  and 
worship,   comes   with   the    calendar   of  our   weeks. 
The   sanctuary,  —  this  is  the  fifth  edifice  in  which 
your  generations  have  been  gathered.     And  here  is 
a  volume  of  the   older  Scriptures,  for  the   best  use 
which  you  can   make   of  it.     Your   fathers,   under 
limitations  from  which  we  have  been    released,  re- 
garded those  old  Scriptures,  in  letter  and  contents, 
as  coming  down  from  heaven,  written  and  attested 
by  God.     The  age  of  criticising  and  questioning  had 
not  come  to  them.     True,  they  read  in  them,  as  we 
do,  much  that  is  painful  and  shocking,  —  low  and 
unworthy  conceptions  of  God  and  his  ways,  as  jeal- 
ous, vengeful,  capricious,  partial,  cruel.     They  were 
neither  pained  nor  troubled,  nor  even  perplexed,  by 
what  they  read.     For  the  line   of  their  venerated 
teachers,  beginning  with  Augustine,  had  explained 
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them  as  condescension,  accommodations  by  which 
God  let  himself  down  to  the  ideas  and  language, 
the  crude  and  clouded  and  gross  conceptions  of  a 
rude  race.  That  way  of  relief  does  not  satisfy  us  ; 
for  the  grave  objection  is  that  God  could  not  reveal 
himself  in  such  low  and  mean  conceptions  without 
giving  them  a  warrant  and  sanction,  and  so  confirm- 
ing the  darkest  misleading  of  men's  minds.  We  find 
in  such  elements  of  the  Old  Scriptures  only  the 
gropings  of  men's  spirits  onward  and  upward  to 
clear  their  old,  poor  delusions  and  to  work  their 
way  to  nobler  visions.  So  those  sacred  books  have 
for  us  a  double  authorship,  human  and  divine.  In 
them,  God,  through  his  august  revealings  and  kin- 
dling inspirations,  was  seeking  to  find  his  way  to  his 
children ;  and  his  children,  with  their  gropings  and 
aspirings,  were  seeking  to  find  their  way  to  God. 
Those  Scriptures  are  not  to  us  a  perfect  and  ex- 
haustive authority  in  religion,  but  the  most  precious 
of  our  helps.  It  is  the  persistent  dogma  of  so  many 
religious  teachers  that  everything  in  that  promis- 
cuous collection  of  writings  has  the  authorship  and 
authority  of  God  which,  more  than  any  other  agency, 
floods  us  with  a  mocking  and  irreverent  unbelief. 

Besides  the  Hebrew,  we  have  the  Christian  Scrip- 
tures, which  convert  the  synagogue  where  they  are 
reverently  used  into  a  Christian  church.  Out  of  the 
historic  obscurity  of  our  first  two  centuries  come  to 
us,  sufficiently  attested  and  certified,  Gospels  and 
Epistles.  Amid  the  literature  then  extant  and  in 
use,  they  break  upon  us  with  as  strange  a  surprise 
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as  if  the  explorer  of  arctic  ice  and  barrenness  should 
come  upon  orange  groves  and  the  bloom  and  beauty 
of  summer  flowers.  To  the  learned  and  critical, 
those  writings  open  many  serious  and  perplexing 
questions.  To  the  millions  of  millions  who  have 
read  and  heard  them  for  grace  and  edification,  for 
all  the  uses  of  guidance,  admonition,  cheer,  and 
solace,  they  are  luminous  with  a  serene  and  holy 
light.  Nor  is  it  strange  that  we  find  in  those  se- 
lecter  writings  some  slight  intrusions  of  that  fond, 
marvel-loving  spirit  which,  at  first  held  in  restraint 
by  an  august  presence,  soon  after  ran  a  riot  of  indul- 
gence in  fictions  and  fancies,  generally  puerile  and 
trifling,  about  the  infancy  and  the  life  of  Jesus,  as  in 
the  apocryphal  gospels.  These  legendary  accretions 
were  not  of  purpose  fraudulent  inventions,  wilful 
deceivings,  drafts  on  credulity,  but  the  fond  conceits 
of  an  exalted  fancy  and  an  admiring  love.  They 
attest  the  dignity  and  the  mystery  of  the  manifes- 
tation which  they  would  fain  adorn  ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  show  a  lack  of  perception  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  severe  simplicities  of  truth.  We 
read  of  the  descent  of  an  angel,  to  give  healing  vir- 
tue to  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  We  read  an  unseemly 
story  about  a  herd  of  swine.  We  read  that,  after 
the  crucifixion,  the  bones  and  bodies  of  old  saints, 
resting  in  their  graves,  came  together,  and  were 
recognized  in  the  holy  city  by  many.  We  read  of 
handkerchiefs  and  aprons  from  the  body  of  Paul, 
and  of  the  shadow  of  Peter  passing  by  being  used 
to  heal  the  sick. 
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But  it  was  not  for  legendary  or  marvel-loving 
fancies  to  create  and  set  forth  the  character,  the 
serene  and  holy  personality,  the  manifested  life  of 
Him  whose  spirit  and  teachings  animate  the  pages 
of  the  Gospel.  We  have  ceased  our  efforts  to  define 
that  personality  in  nature,  range,  or  bound.  We  do 
not,  indeed,  address  him  as  the  Being  to  whom  he 
himself  prayed,  and  to  whom,  not  to  himself,  he 
taught  us  to  offer  prayer.  We  are  content  with  his 
own  word  concerning  the  mystery  of  his  being  :  "  No 
man  knoweth  who  the  Son  is  but  the  Father." 

Of  that  fulness  he  partook  bodily.  That  incar- 
nated Word,  —  God  in  speech  with  men  !  That 
union  of  divinity  with  humanity,  which  has  baffled 
all  the  ingenuity  of  speculative  search  and  dogmatic 
exposition,  is  of  itself  the  potency  to  bring  him  the 
nearest  to  the  common  heart  of  the  unnumbered 
hosts  of  his  disciples;  while  his  solitariness  in  sanc- 
tity, in  spiritual  fulness  and  stature,  raises  him  to 
headship  in  the  heavenly  hierarchy.  No  word  re- 
corded from  his  lips  in  benediction  or  rebuke,  in 
revealing  wisdom  or  appealing  love,  would  be  un- 
fitting, if  heard  from  the  Majesty  on  high.  When 
he  laid  his  hand  of  blessing  on  the  heads  of  little 
children,  he  was  himself  the  bending  angel  which 
beheld  the  face  of  their  Father  in  heaven.  The 
only  being  that  ever  walked  the  earth  who  needed 
not  to  bend  the  knee  and  to  drop  the  eye  in  contri- 
tion, asking  forgiveness,  he  was  the  gentlest,  the 
most  lenient,  the  most  pitying  interpreter  and  judge 
of  all  human  weakness,  folly,  and  sin.     Christendom 


REV.    ST0PF0RD  WENTWORTH  BROOKE.  47 

accords  in  receiving  the  reality  of  his  manifestation 
as  the  ideal  of  divinity  in  humanity,  and  as  inspiring 
all  the  enlargements,  refinements,  and  ennoblements 
for  the  redemption  of  our  race. 

It  was  in  discipleship  and  fellowship  with  him  that 
this  church  was  gathered.  Its  members  were  pledged 
to  live  "  in  mutuall  love  and  respect  each  to  other," 
—  with  a  saving  condition  for  their  own  conscious 
infirmities,  —  "  so  neere  as  God  shall  give  us  grace. " 
Heavy  drafts  were  made  by  them  on  that  Divine 
Grace.  Their  awful  sincerity  and  intensity  of  faith 
made  their  opinions  as  barbs  and  spears.  And  there 
never  was  a  full  accord  among  them  in  religious 
thinking  and  believing,  there  never  has  been  such 
among  their  successors,  nor  is  there  such  among  you. 
The  first  two  ministers,  though  serving  together  and 
holding  amicable  relations,  had  their  sharp  variances. 
The  congregation  has  never  adopted  a  sectarian 
name.  The  most  fitting  modern  synonym  for  the 
congregation  of  the  First  Church  if  it  should  need, 
as  it  does  not,  any  other,  would  be  to  call  them 
Catholic  Quakers,  or  Friends.  Here,  in  this  appro- 
priate place  for  your  worship,  and  with  the  earnest- 
ness of  a  young  and  hopeful  minister,  loving  his 
work,  and  sure  to  love  and  be  loved  of  you  for 
his  work's  sake,  may  the  sacred  heritage  be  passed 
on  with  its  blessings.  And  if  ever  a  new  sanctuary 
replaces  this,  may  an  illumined  window  still  bear 
the  ancient  Covenant,  and  the  list  of  the  ministers 
be  continued. 
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Rev.  Francis  G.  Peabody,  Plummer  Professor  of 
Christian  Morals  at  Harvard  University,  read  the  follow- 
ing hymn,  written  by  Dr.  Frothingham,  former  pastor  of 
the  church,  which  was  then  sung  by  the  choir :  — 

O  God,  whose  presence  glows  in  all 
Within,  around  us,  and  above  ! 
Thy  word  we  bless,  thy  name  we  call, 
Whose  word  is  Truth,  whose  name  is  Love. 

That  truth  be  with  the  heart  believed 

Of  all  who  seek  this  sacred  place  ; 

With  power  proclaimed,  in  peace  received,  — 

Our  spirits'  light,  thy  Spirit's  grace. 

That  love  its  holy  influence  pour, 
To  keep  us  meek  and  make  us  free, 
And  throw  its  binding  blessing  more 
Round  each  with  all,  and  all  with  thee. 

Send  down  its  angel  to  our  side ; 
Send  in  its  calm  upon  the  breast : 
For  we  would  know  no  other  guide, 
And  we  can  need  no  other  rest. 

The  benediction  was  then  given  by  the  pastor. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  services,  the  society  and  invited 
guests  proceeded  to  the  chapel,  where  a  handsome  colla- 
tion was  spread,  and  spent  an  hour  or  two  in  social  inter- 
course. 


